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1. SUMMARY: LOCAL MEDIA HAS REPORTED THE ARRESTS OF 36 
STUDENTS WHO WERE APPARENTLY INTENDING TO ASSIST CAMPESINO 
LAND INVADERS IN CHIMBORAZO PROVINCE AND 36 PEOPLE IN QUITO 
WHO WERE MEETING WITH THE INTENTION TO EORM A POLITICAL FRONT 
CALLED UNION DEMOCRATICA NACIONAL (NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC UNION). 
THOSE ARRESTED ARE STILL BEING HELD AND ARE AT THE DISPOSI- 
TION OP THE MINISTER OP GOVERNMENT. 

THE ARREST OP THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL DEMO- 
CRATIC UNION SEEMS TO REELECT A STRONG GOE DETERMINATION TO 
PERMIT ONLY THAT POLITICAL ACITIVTY WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH 
ITS PLAN FOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE. END SUMMARY 

2. LOCAL MEDIA HAVE REPORTED THE ARREST OP 36 PEOPLE ON 
NOVEMBER. 27 WHO WERE PARTICIPATING IN A MEETING TO EORM "A 
DEMOCRATIC FRONT TO DEFINITIVELY TRANSPORM ECUADOR." ON 
THE SAME DATE POLICE ARRESTED 36 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WHO 
WERE APPARENTLY ON THEIR WAY TO ASSIST CAMPESINOS WHO HAD 
RECENTLY INVADED AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN CHIMBORAZO PRO- 
VINCE. (REPTEL). LATE REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE PRISONERS 
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OF GOVERNMENT.” 

3. THOSE ARRESTED IN THE POLITICAL MEETING IN QUITO WERE 
IDENTIEIED AS MEMBERS OE THE UNION DEMOCRATICA NACIONAL 
(NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC UNION), A GROUP WHOSE OWN PUBLISHED 
MANIEESTO CALLS EOR THE "GREAT POPULAR AND PROGRESSIVE 
SECTORS OF ECUADOR, AS WELL AS LABOR CONEEDERATIONS, 

PARTIES AND GROUPS OE THE LEFT, THE NEW CHURCH, . . .STU- 
DENTS AND THE MILITARY TO EORM A WIDE DEMOCRATIC FRONT TO 
MAKE THE DEEINITIVE TRANSEORMATION OE ECUADOR." 

4. ALTHOUGH THE GOE HAS MADE NO PUBLIC DECLARATION CON- 
CERNING THE ARRESTS, INEORMAL REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT RELIEVED THE MEETING HAD SUBVERSIVE OBJECTIVES. 
AMONG THOSE ARRESTED WERE LUIS GOMEZ IZQUIERDO, FORMER 
MINISTER OE FINANCE UNDER VELASCO IBARRA, AND MAGDALENA 
ADOUM, DIRECTO OE THE MARXIST MAGZINE "NUEVA." THE 
GROUP'S MANIFESTO LISTED GENERALLY LEETIST OBJECTIVES BUT 
DID NOT CALL EOR VIOLENT OR ILLEGAL ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE 
THOSE GOALS. 

5. COMMENT: THE GOE-PRE-EMPTIVE ACTION AGAINST THE 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS SEEMS TO BE ENTIRELY WITHIN THE "IN- 
ELAGRANTE " CATEGORY AND HAS RAISED EEW HACKLES. HOWEVER, 

IN COMBINATION WITH THE ACTION AGAINST THE NATIONAL 
DEMOCRATIC UNION IT HAS RAISED SOME BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE GOE. WHILE THE GOE CONTINUES TO PRESENT EVIDENCE 
THAT IT IS COMMITTED TO A PROCESS OE RETURNING THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO CIVILIAN CONTRO, THE CURRENT UNSETTLED POLITICAL 
SITUATION HAS APPRAENTLY COMPELLED THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
TO TAKE A HARDER LINE AGAINST DISRUPTIVE ELEMENTS IN THE 
SHORT-RUN. HOW SERIOUS A SECURITY THREAT, THE 

PARLOR MARXISTS BELONGING TO THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC UNION 
ACTUALLY ARE IS QUESTIONABLE, HOWEVER, THERE IS A GROWING 
SUSPICION BY SOME ON THE RIGHT OE THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM THAT 
SUCH GROUPS ARE PARTICIPANTS IN A CONCERTED EEFORT BY THE LEFT TO 
DISRUPT THE CURRENT POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT AND PREVENT A 
RETURN TO MODERATE CIVILIAN RULE. 

6. WHATEVER THE BASIS FOR ITS ACTION, WE BELIEVE THAT 
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THE ARRESTS DO REPRESENT LESS A PRONOUNCED MOVE TOWARD GREATER 
AUTHORITARIANISM THAN A JUMPY AND ERRATIC RESPONSE TO 
THE CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION. WHAT SEEMS APPARENT IS 
THAT THE GOE IS DETERMINED THAT POLITICAL ACTIVITY SHALL 
BE RESTRICTED TO CERTAIN CHANNELS AND THAT IT SHALL NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO THREATEN THE GOE PLAN EOR A RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL RULE. 

BLOOMEIELD 
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